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FOREWORD

Oregon has abundant sources of clean, renewable energy and the

Energy Trust is helping Oregon to use these sustainable, local resources.
This includes developing a portfolio of solutions relying on a mosaic of
renewable energy technologies and sizes, from solar on rooftops to larger
geothermal projects. In the middle of this range falls community wind,
which we define as wind projects up to 10 MW that are primarily owned

and operated locally.

While we do not claim that community wind is always the most
appropriate solution, in many situations it provides unique and direct
local and system benefits. This guidebook investigates the opportunities,
tools, challenges and necessary steps for the development of community
wind projects in Oregon. We are not offering the definitive text on devel-
oping local wind projects. Approaches, costs, regulations and laws will
change. Project proponents will need to update the general information
provided in this guide.

We knew as we started this that we could not do it alone. The issues
can be multiple and complex. Fortunately, the community of interest in
this area is strong, deep and talented. This guidebook is the product of
the generous support of these dedicated people. Northwest Sustainable
Energy for Economic Development deserves particular credit for their
tireless efforts to drive this guidebook to completion, as does Alan
Cowan of the Energy Trust for all his excellent contributions. We could
not have asked for more.

Our hope is that this tool allows community members to be better
prepared to consider community wind and potentially journey down the

path of project development.

Peter West

Energy Trust of Oregon
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